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1. Overview and Installation
Chilli Blog Styler improves the appearance of Joomla Category Blog pages without requiring
custom CSS. It controls article images, title and intro length, card design, metadata, Read more
text and responsive columns.

Main features
• Choose a one, two, three or four-column article grid.

• Set image width, height, crop behavior, position and corner radius.

• Limit title and intro text by character count.

• Create equal-height cards with background, border, spacing, shadow and hover settings.

• Show or hide category, author, publication date and Read more.

• Enter your own Read more text.

Installation
• Open Joomla Administrator and go to System > Install > Extensions.

• Upload the Chilli Blog Styler ZIP installation package.

• Go to System > Manage > Plugins.

• Search for System - Chilli Blog Styler, enable it and open its settings.

• Configure the tabs described in this guide and click Save & Close.

TIP: The plugin is designed for Joomla com_content Category Blog pages. Clear the Joomla and
browser cache after changing layout-related settings.
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2. Article Image
Use the Article image tab to create a consistent visual rhythm even when source images have
different dimensions.

Setting What it controls

Image width Use 100%, Auto or a custom pixel width. A 100% image reaches the card edges
when card styling is enabled.

Image height (px) Sets one consistent image height for every article card.

Image display Crop fills the defined area. Show entire image keeps the complete source image
visible.

Image crop position Controls which part remains centered when an image is cropped: center, top,
bottom, left or right.

Center image Centers Auto or custom-width images inside the article card.

Image border radius Rounds the image corners in pixels.

TIP: For a clean two-column blog, start with Width 100%, Height 300 px, Crop, Center and a 5 px
radius.
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3. Title and Intro Text
This tab controls content length and typography. Character limits help prevent one article from
dominating a row because of a very long title or intro.

Setting What it controls

Maximum title characters Shortens long titles and adds an ellipsis. Enter 0 to keep the complete title.

Maximum intro characters Shortens the intro text while preserving valid article output. Enter 0 for unlimited
text.

Title font size Sets the title size in pixels. Enter 0 to inherit the template value.

Title color Applies the chosen color directly to the linked article title.

Intro text font size Sets the intro text size in pixels. Enter 0 to use the template value.

Intro text color Changes the color of the article intro text.

TIP: A title limit of 55-75 characters and an intro limit of 140-220 characters usually creates
balanced blog cards.
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4. Article Card
The Article card tab defines the layout and visual container around every blog article.

Setting What it controls

Number of columns Select 1, 2, 3 or 4 columns. The plugin builds a unified grid from the article cards.

Enable card style Turns the card background, border, radius and padding design on or off.

Background / Border color Sets the card surface and outline colors.

Border width / radius Controls border thickness and rounded card corners.

Card padding Adds space around the title, metadata and intro text. A full-width image still
reaches the card edges.

Space between cards Sets the horizontal and vertical grid gap.

Card shadow Adds a soft shadow to separate cards from the page background.

Hover effect Raises the card slightly and strengthens the shadow on pointer hover.
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5. Article Information and Read More
The Article information tab controls supporting article details and the final action link.

Setting What it controls

Show category Displays or hides the Joomla article category.

Show author Displays or hides the article author.

Show published date Displays or hides the publication date.

Information font size Sets metadata size in pixels. Enter 0 to inherit the template value.

Information color Applies one color to the article metadata.

Show Read more Displays or hides the link to the full article.

Read more text Replaces the default label with custom text such as Read article, Learn more or
View details.

TIP: The custom Read more label is a global plugin setting. Enter the wording appropriate for the
site where the plugin is installed.
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6. Front-end Result and Responsive
Behavior
After saving the plugin, open a Joomla Category Blog menu item on the front end. The plugin
reorganizes the article cards into the selected grid while preserving their visible order.

Responsive rules
• One or two desktop columns remain unchanged on tablet where space allows.

• Three or four desktop columns automatically become two columns on tablet.

• All layouts become one column on phones.

• Cards in the same row are automatically equal in height.

• The image remains responsive and never exceeds the card width.

TIP: Test the page at desktop, tablet and phone widths after changing image height, title size or
column count.
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7. Recommended Starting Settings
Setting What it controls

Columns 2

Image 100% width, 300 px height, Crop, Center

Title length 60 characters

Intro length 180 characters

Card White background, 1 px light-gray border, 5 px radius

Spacing 16 px padding, 24 px gap

Effects Shadow and hover enabled

Metadata Category and date shown; author optional

Read more Enabled with text appropriate for the site language

Troubleshooting
• Changes are not visible: save the plugin, clear Joomla cache and refresh the browser with

Ctrl+F5.

• Images look too tightly cropped: change Image display to Show entire image or select another
crop position.

• Cards contain too much text: reduce the title or intro character limit.

• Title color does not change: confirm the latest plugin version is installed and save the Title and
intro text tab again.

• Read more is missing: enable Show Read more and enter a non-empty label.

• Unexpected layout: confirm that the menu item type is Joomla Category Blog and check whether
the template uses a heavily customized com_content override.

TIP: For the most consistent design, use source images with similar aspect ratios even when Crop
is enabled.

Chilli Blog Styler is ready to use.
Create cleaner Joomla blog pages, keep article cards visually balanced and control the most
important design options without custom CSS.


