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1. Introduction
Chilli Smart Menu is a Joomla module for building flexible, responsive navigation without editing template files. It

supports horizontal and vertical layouts, sticky positioning, submenu columns, custom typography and colors,

descriptive text below menu links, Font Awesome icons and a configurable mobile offcanvas menu.

Before you begin
• A working Joomla 6 website and access to the administrator area.

• A Joomla menu containing the items you want to display.

• A valid module position in your active template.

• A recent website backup before installing or updating any extension.

2. Installation
1. Sign in to the Joomla administrator area.

2. Open System > Install > Extensions.

3. Upload the Chilli Smart Menu installation ZIP package.

4. After the success message, open Content > Site Modules.

5. Create or open the Chilli Smart Menu module, select the menu to display, choose a template position, set

Status to Published and save.

TIP: If the module is not visible, first verify its position, publishing status, access level and Menu Assignment.

3. Module and Menu Assignment tabs
Use the Module tab to select the Joomla menu and configure standard module publishing options. Use Menu
Assignment to choose the pages where the menu appears. For a main website navigation, the module is normally

assigned to all pages.
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4. Layout settings

Orientation determines the basic direction of the menu.

Option Purpose

Horizontal Displays the main menu items in a row.

Vertical - left edge Creates a vertical menu aligned to the left side.

Vertical - right edge Creates a vertical menu aligned to the right side.

Sticky Menu Keeps the menu visible while the visitor scrolls.

Sticky Top Offset (px) Adds space above a sticky menu, useful when another fixed header is present.

Default Submenu Column Width Sets the standard width of each submenu column.

Default Submenu Columns Sets the default number of columns used by submenus.

Space Between Main Menu Links Controls the horizontal spacing between top-level links.

TIP: Start with Horizontal, 240 px submenu width, one column and 24 px link spacing. Adjust only after checking
the menu at common desktop widths.
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5. Typography and colors

The Typography & Colors tab lets you match the menu to the active template. You can choose a standard or

custom font family, set the main-menu and submenu font sizes and weights, and define normal and hover colors.

• Use the exact CSS font-family name when selecting a custom font.

• Choose a main-menu font size that remains on one line at common laptop widths.

• Use a clearly visible hover color to provide interaction feedback.

• Set separate submenu colors when the submenu background differs from the main menu.

• Configure main-menu, submenu and hover backgrounds so the complete item area remains visually consistent.

TIP: If a custom web font is not loaded by the template or another extension, entering its name here cannot load
the font file by itself.
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6. Individual menu item options

Open Menus, select the required Joomla menu, and edit a menu item. The Chilli Menu Options panel adds

settings that apply only to that item.

Setting How to use it

Device Visibility Show the item on desktop and mobile, desktop only or mobile only.

Text Below Menu Link Adds a short explanatory line below the main link label.

Text Below Link Font Size Sets the description size in pixels.

Text / Hover Color Controls the normal and hovered description colors.

Font Awesome Icon Class Enter a class such as fa-solid fa-house. Font Awesome must be available on the page.

Submenu Columns Override Overrides the module default for this item. Use module setting when no exception is
needed.

Submenu Column Width Override Sets a custom width for this item’s submenu columns.

TIP: Use short descriptions - usually two to five words. Long text can make the header unnecessarily tall.
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7. Mobile Menu settings

Mobile Breakpoint defines the viewport width at which the desktop navigation changes to the mobile menu. A

value of 992 px is a useful starting point for many Joomla templates.

• Set the mobile font size independently from the desktop menu.

• Choose a readable mobile text color with sufficient contrast.

• Select whether the offcanvas panel opens from the left or right.

• Choose an offcanvas background color that works with all menu levels.

• Use Toggle Accessible Label to provide a clear accessible name such as Menu or Open menu.

TIP: Test the menu at several widths around the breakpoint, not only on one phone. Also check long labels and
nested submenu items.

8. Recommended workflow
• Publish the module in the intended template position.

• Select the horizontal or vertical layout and confirm the basic navigation works.

• Set spacing and submenu width before changing typography.

• Apply fonts, colors and backgrounds.

• Add descriptions, icons or submenu overrides only to the items that need them.

• Configure and test the mobile breakpoint and offcanvas panel.

• Clear Joomla and browser cache after major styling changes.
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9. Troubleshooting
The module does not appear
Confirm Status, Position, Access, Language and Menu Assignment. Make sure the selected template renders that

module position.

Two submenu columns still appear as one
Verify the setting on the correct website and menu item. Check whether the item-level override is set to Use

module setting or to 2, then clear cache.

The menu wraps to a second line
Reduce Space Between Main Menu Links, decrease font size, shorten labels or use a wider module position.

Hover background does not cover the full item
Check the module’s background and hover settings and inspect whether the template adds padding, margins or

borders to menu links.

Font Awesome icon is missing
Confirm the class name is correct and that Font Awesome is loaded by the template or another extension.

Mobile menu does not open
Check for JavaScript errors, duplicate module instances and template overrides. Clear Joomla and browser cache.

IMPORTANT: When testing changes, use a private browser window or disable page caching temporarily so that
old CSS and JavaScript do not hide the result.

10. Final result
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After configuration, Chilli Smart Menu provides a clean desktop navigation, descriptive link text, flexible submenus

and a mobile-friendly offcanvas experience - all managed through Joomla’s administrator interface.


